
Baptism of Jesus

Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22 

The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. 
John answered them all, saying, "I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not 
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire."  After all the 
people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased. " 

Background:  The people were filled with expectation, expecting the Messiah.  It was an expectation that the 
God of Israel would one day save his people by means of a redeemer like Moses.  Some Jews, namely the 
Zealots, were expecting a military Messiah –– a warrior-king who would defeat the Roman Empire and restore 
the dominion of Israel.  In ancient Jewish tradition, this expectation was actually rooted in the  seventy weeks  
prophecy of Daniel; a period of 483 years.  Archangel Gabriel foretold that the prophetic clock would start at 
the time a decree was issued to rebuild the Temple.  Such decree took place in 445 BC; so, the fulfillment of this
ancient prophecy was anticipated.  The Jews rationalize John is the Messiah.  His birth is beyond human 
possibilities.  He is the son of a chief priest.  He subsists on wild honey and locusts.  He wears a garment of 
camel-hair with a leather belt.  And, he dares to baptize. 

The Baptism of Jesus:  And, a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased."  
This is the best attested reading in the Greek manuscripts.  There is also a Western translation derived from     
Ps 2:7: "You are my Son, this day I have begotten you."  This variation seems to suggest that Jesus becomes the 
Son of God in time, at His baptism; the day He commences his redemptive work.  How can this be?  The Council
of Nicaea in 325 AD chose language to ensure that Jesus is professed as the  eternally begotten Son of God.  
Eternal  means “before all ages."  In 2011, this revision was made to the Creed professed at all Sunday Masses.  
At His baptism, the Father makes known to Jesus, in time, the pre-existent relationship that has always existed 
between them. The Father reveals to Jesus his true identity in order to strengthen Him, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to begin His redemptive work. 


